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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the key provisions of Buddhist Park legislation
and appropriate guidelines for monks in the contemporary era, in order to strike a balance
between religious propagation and natural resource conservation. In response to legal
overlap issues in forest areas, the government has established Buddhist Park projects to

enable monks to reside in forest zones in the capacity of assistant officers responsible for
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forest stewardship, with an emphasis on environmental participation and awareness-building
The management of monastic dwellings in forest areas is divided into three main approaches:
relocation from the area, applicable to monastic dwellings situated in critical zones or those
that encroached upon land following the declaration of conservation zones; establishment
of Buddhist Park projects, designed to encourage monks to assist in forestry work by
permitting the use of land for religious activities under strict conditions prohibiting the
construction of large permanent structures and prioritizing harmony with nature; and
applying for proper temple construction permits, applicable to sites established prior to the
declaration of reserved forest zones or those containing permanent monastic buildings
essential to local communities The principal guidelines for monks center on living in
accordance with the forest monk tradition emphasizing simplicity, contentment, and the
practice of dwelling at the foot of trees (rukkhamula) alongside adherence to the resolutions
of the Supreme Sangha Council and forestry laws, so that Buddhist Parks may serve as
conducive environments (sappaya) for Dhamma practice and as sustainable centers for

conservation learning.
Keywords: Buddhist Park, Sangha Act, National Park, Mahathera Regulation, Buddhist Monks
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