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ABSTRACT

This academic article aimed to analyze the consistency and impacts of the
Bhumjaithai Party’s cannabis liberalization policy on the state’s obligations to protect the
rights, welfare, and development of children and youth under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand, as well as the principle of political responsibility for social

consequences. This study employed documentary research by examining legal documents,
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public policies, and relevant academic literature under the conceptual frameworks of Ethics
of Responsibility, the Best Interests of the Child, the Rule of Law, and Public Policy Analysis.
The study found that the implementation of cannabis liberalization in 2022 was characterized
by rapid policy advancement prioritizing political commitment fulfillment, while insufficient
attention was given to assessing its impacts on children and youth. This resulted in a legal
vacuum during the transitional period, reflecting inconsistencies with the rule of law and the
state’s positive obligations to protect children’s rights. Furthermore, a tension was identified
between economic policy objectives and the principle of the best interests of the child.
Accordingly, the findings highlight the necessity of integrating political ethics, legal safeguards,

and child protection into sustainable public policy design.

Keywords: 1. Cannabis policy; 2. Child rights; 3. Political ethics; 4. Rule of law
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