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Abstract
This article, entitled “Patterns of Constructing Political Space by Politicians through
Muay Thai,” aims to explain how Thai politicians employ “Muay Thai arenas,” both in a

literal and symbolic sense, to construct political space, build electoral support, and
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reproduce their political legitimacy. The study draws on the concepts of political space,
political identity, and cultural capital to analyze phenomena such as sponsorship of Muay
Thai, patronage of boxing stadiums and fighters, organization of charity matches, as well as
media and social media communications that connect Muay Thai with the public image of
politicians. The analysis suggests that patterns of constructing political space through Muay
Thai can be categorized into at least three key dimensions. First, the dimension of cultural
public space, in which politicians use boxing rings, festive events, and sports venues as
informal “meeting spaces” with the public. Second, the dimension of political identity and
legitimacy building, in which Muay Thai is mobilized to associate politicians with “Thai-ness,”
courage, fairness, and the protection of the underprivileged. Third, the dimension of resource
mobilization and political networking, where the patronage of boxing camps, fan clubs,
promoters, and sports media is transformed into powerful political networks capable of
mobilizing votes and shaping discourse in local arenas. The article argues that understanding
Muay Thai as a political space goes beyond sport and entertainment. It offers an important
lens through which to examine power relations, patron—client structures, and specific modes
of citizen-making in contemporary Thai politics. It also opens avenues for further empirical

research on the impact of these patterns on the quality of democracy in the long term.

Keywords: 1. political space; 2. Muay Thai; 3. Thai politicians; 4. political culture;

5. electoral base-building
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nsouAALS a9 “syuugUdus” (patron—client system) wag “nsidoadegudud” (political
clientelism) AlfesuANudiusiBaanivasussrisgilsunansnensiudiidosisfioguausdilu
famulneunegn9e1iunu (Scott, 1972; Kitschelt & Wilkinson, 2007) Tusgaungui Scott 13
Anuduritusguiusdiduaeduiusifeg (dyadic) gigurgenitlinsduases-ninens uanfiu
ANUANALAENITATUAYUAINE AN d9uduves Kitschelt wag Wilkinson vgn8aINdnseuy
Wi “fossn” mswdidudenduarsUuuuanuiuiisseunsnisdiedldvarnvatesuuuy
Tussusudszwsulaesimadis Tuuiunlve suddeuasdedoudunumnntlidiuinssuuguiuslails
$rinoglumuduiuaiuyanasening “we-gnifes” ity udiauilugiedednenisnisdosd
utou wlusedumAnasyieady (lwissa Y3U03, 2566; WENT UL Lazae, 2567; Nethipo,
2022; Napon Jatusripitak, 2021) uanaslifiiiudn “up3evieiinzuun” waz “ngudiulng -asena
nside” vimthiidulassairsnansiifeunssanisifies asfas wazussvvudideiusiiunis
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(oreanizer) Uszsudnn1sudedu alouwadsnenis uis “@inm” uilwgluiesdu sULUUNS
aduayuiifausinsoonailisiedamsutsty msveuiuadntning nsatuayugunsaliindey W
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2. glngluguzlaseasneaseinenianisilos

dlonesrinuaudiniotns (network approach) asifuinmnelnetisaduains “inIotnenis
maiiles” egetiosanszay fe (1) lA3eUnoluafg (vertical networks) Wnnsiflesszfumivie
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mamsilesvipsiudnyniunsenanisilewasiaseqd Jensearveliudlidgudssihuianiagid
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a1w13a “shn” auvesnudnluilunssunisdnnisuddu vseiluussausessulssinaliiiaiueg
N1sENfanTneInNsvessy W Al u vselasesnsianAudieIvy vilvaeduiusuuama
sginainnsidles-nisie-guruwiuuugdu (2) 1n3eneuuiueu (horizontal alliances) wiglng
Favihmihaidunuifiaszganisdes naunuieadu wazdussnaunsdefmainnsaasne “wusiing
A | I ¢ A v | @ = A -
mMaMsidles” iunsuntualeuweiviseddnnisudadusienmsing g M¥ineIetienseganisiiles
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waznsyewmaeiulugIudonas saufnissesesiunisluseauion ukasseAUYAlUTEE 1
ez (3) ATeUneTAkULLaEAINaN (brokers) H1waN1sHIglusEAUIANIA ATHIY TInTwiades
Wy gIan1snidy uazunuihyusuiwyuwy Sndguanudiusidedidituauluguyudiuaun
wansliiiuinasednemiazuunlulvedseguunnuduiusssess 1inaunadfivuifuazuuivey
sewinfadas Wanzuuu wazdddnsidends mindrazasdrdglussnisuglvewmaildluidu
“shmzuun” Widadinsaulaaunis wnsetnsmnelvenizgnuusdsudulasiadofnnsuuuinsamgs
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3. MINUgauUsENIN soft power anelnefunisiiendagudua

Tusgduamnssy wglnegnadnduliifu soft power sedumd sludsulouisisuas
Weuenssanisidies wu wleueveamnssalneadsinefivsenassndnsunglnglidu soft power
fapainrieadisauarnszduimsugiagiusin Tumsmidssdeunaidendsd 2566 (Thai Sang Thai
Party, 2023) Mmnssuuiadianminglnglugiue “audivesni” wa “Tenmanaasugia” us
TusgduuFod ulsuiedsnandesmiunisdiunisvesinnsidles nssansiles uaziedetneviesdiu
finruauauuig Aeue uazRanisifeuies n13ideddann-maiiosienasdadiniun soft
power adouruulsvemaslngtu nszareUslovdluddas iiunalauuule waziasy-nond
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(qrUSsuiisuiudedunuies “thulng” uazaszganisiides nanlagasy stuveufusiuaziniedie
msmaflosmunglne llifsansidnmadiesluunngiuuniivninevdeatiuayuaieuaglu
g1y “dlaygy” Wity widunssuiumadeulomineinssiung nmsatfuayufinn uaznissvay
Azkudes Whbilulassaiaesetiemeniu nsussnylnglugiue “auguiusd” uway “lasang
maiftes” Fehelisndlatenatavesussrdulnsuuuguiudlulng uasdodrfavasnslifwndu
\3eafieains soft power mnlifiniseenuuunalnliifAnaiulusla nsfidiusay wagnisnszans
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