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Abstract

This article, “The Politics of Bun Bang Fai: A Phanomphrai Study”, argues that the
Bun Bang Fai rocket festival is not merely a rain-invoking ritual or a piece of local cultural
heritage, but a “political space” in which power relations, patronage networks, and political
identities are densely intertwined. Drawing on the conceptual lenses of cultural politics,
patron client relations and local bossism, political space/political arena, and the political
economy of festivals, the study offers a theoretical analysis of how the Bun Bang Fai festival
in Phanomphrai District, Roi Et Province, Northeastern Thailand, functions as a key arena of
local politics. The article demonstrates that the festival serves as a stage where state
agencies, local administrative organizations, politicians, business groups, community le aders,
and young people actively negotiate the meaning of “Isan culture” and “Phanomphrai as a
rocket town” in order to produce legitimacy and accumulate different forms of capital
symbolic, political, and economic. At the same time, it reveals how political patronage
networks become visible and are reproduced through the sponsorship of rockets, molam
performances, and the allocation of festival resources. Ordinary villagers and youth, however,
are not merely passive recipients of domination; they tactically employ ritual practices and
digital platforms to negotiate with state and capital. The article concludes that contemporary
local politics in Northeastern Thailand cannot be fully understood without reading festivals
and merit-making events as arenas of everyday politics, and calls for in-depth ethnographic
and comparative research to further develop an integrated political science framework that

links power, culture, and economy.

Keywords: 1. Bun Bang Fai politics; 2. Phanomphrai; 3. cultural politics; 4. patron—client

relations; 5. political space; 6. political economy of festivals
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wusllng Sanindendn Felildidunatuiisanudsn monaeduniiiviasnuniads sty ngy
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dalol el idiuissnddindnvhauduauudesesnamnadesssduiosiuegasls
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