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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the use of figurative language in Taylor Swift's songs,
focusing on examining the patterns and characteristics of language usage in her songs. The scope
of the study involves collecting data from the top 15 most-viewed songs on Taylor Swift's
YouTube channel.

The research findings indicate that the most frequently encountered figurative language
in Taylor Swift's songs is Hyperbole, which serves to intensify emotions and create distinctive
imagery in her music. Additionally, other types of figurative language such as Simile, Metaphor,
Allusion, Metonymy, and Paradox are consistently used in her songs, contributing to the diversity
and interest in the song content. These research findings align with the theories used as
references, demonstrating the correlation between the analysis of song lyrics and the presence

of figurative language in Taylor Swift's songs overall. In conclusion, this research highlights Taylor
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Swift's diverse use of figurative language to convey meaning, emotions, and feelings in her songs,
thereby enriching the content and presenting intriguing themes within her music.

Keywords: 1. Figurative Language; 2. Taylor Swift; 3. Simile; 4. Metaphor and Allusion
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1 M15AATII Simile (@Uwn)

2 M3z Metaphor (@Uanual)

3 M5IATIZH Hyperbole (afnail)

4 M3A3129 Allusion (NMSNA1IB19EN)
5 N157LA51EH Metonymy (U1u1e)

6 M2 Paradox (Ufjnsseil)

NN3AATIZN Simile (@Uun)

Tl eUSouiisunnundiendwedssd fegraty “Like a jolt of electricity, the pain
shot through my veins” ﬁ'ﬂLLmaLwaﬁma like a jolt of electricity’ ‘muaul%lﬁwmmn Wioasuie
aadutndiuaudou figsd

Las: Blank Space

You look like my next mistake

domasiidu simile (uan) WunauSeudsuamilvimiioutudnamis Tnefinslde
like Tuiflomasiiuseuiivy "You' (uﬂﬂaﬁ wwoaula) WU "my next mistake” (ATuAANAIAASIELY)
e auguileuasiuaufanainnioluesdu Taylor Swift fndsuenynaeafisoauls
31 gunRage Wmadva waweniaan Anuduiusiuwiesauasiierulianan sziseLay
e TR ud vaneads uaziseRindain enuduiusadaltzauatuuAa

Was: Blank Space

| can read you like a magazine

Howasiidu simile uan) Wumawisuilevdmilviumiloutudndamils Tnefimsldsiin
like TuilomasiiuFeudioy "You' (qﬂﬂamﬁaauiﬁ]) U "magazine" (Ungans) dAumangdn dus
Angenwilous wineans Taylor Swift Mdsuenyarafiseailadn weaunsartilarmufn Aw3dn
uazammreyanatlfessimeiisuiaiiounse e luieansiidamedayamun

LWa: Bad Blood

if you live like that, you live with ghosts

Wowmasiidu simile (uan) Lﬁ‘umiL‘U%EJULﬁEJU%QMﬁQ’J"]LMﬁauﬁUgﬂ%ﬂMﬁQ Imﬁmﬂ%ﬁm

v
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like TuilommasiivFouiiiou "nsld3auuutiu’ wWisuiatou "nsldTiadui’ idomasiouddod
"WaanSveIN1T YT Ineg fuafn" Taylor Swift ABINTILUBNIT "NsAuBgiUedn’ eyl "l
g "Sanmilaugnuaenviasu” "alawnsanlutmin’ Wisuiatieuns TR inegiui”

IWa: 22

You look like bad news

Howasiidu simile uan) Wumawisudlevdmilviumiloutudndamils Taeimsldsii
like Tuilomasiiiuzeuiiioy "You' (yarafitsoaula) fu "bad news' (11331) FAravangdn Aag
wilouazifutnigie Taylor Swift Mdsuenityaratugdusseuiasds wWisuiaiioud it
Jamn uazervvziefirudua ndfizSuduln
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To dress up like hipsters
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Howasiidu simile uan) Wumawisudlevdmilviumiloutudndamils Taeimsldsii
like Tl auwasiiiudeudiou "dress up” (M3usiad) Wisuiieuiu "hipsters (@ladvosdvanes) 3
A iouildedwazaslumasud sl olueuhsi Wisuiisunsusaiaveananiunia
wilou dladvesduames Fsonafauldvarsudys afranmdnual wansensual uasiiugfdlad
NsusiIvBIiIazATTULINAS

\was: ME!

But one of these things is not like the others

Like a rainbow with all of the colors

Howasiidu simile uan) Wumawisuilevdmilviumiloutudndamils Tasfimsldsiin
like TurawmasiliUFsuiiioy W3suifiey "one of these things' (Aawfl) U "a rainbow’ (ane)
auninevend ouvas Ao dede "dnide duuana1991n "898 ug" "Ewid e Yudeaudie
Winuiailou "aefeniady’

N33A3129 Metaphor (auanwal)

lodaszylilalliisuentsmnumneaiidnus deghatu “I struggled to keep my head
above the watery grave that almost engulfed me.” ‘Uiﬂsﬂﬂfﬂwaﬂdmﬂﬂaijjuﬁ’lﬁwmﬁ’l 1nend
‘watery grave’ ‘iquilsmniiihin’ vanefiauwsith neaay vide s Tl

LWa9: Blank Space

Love's a game, wanna play?" Ay

owmasiifu Metaphor (gudnual) undvideussleafiuisuifisuvesaesdsitlimiioudy
Tneunsieudu wiensSsuseinvedwmiaiuniloutudmilald lsudusod As i Like
wiluiemasiildverb to be A1 is fimsiwdeudiu "Love” (Arwdh) fU "eame” (1na) SlAramanen
ausniunuegnamils Taylor Swift fdsdedemiliiwivey Anudes waseuimeveannusn

Las: Blank Space

You're the King, baby, I'm your Queen

omasiifiu Metaphor (9udnual) lundvideussleafiU3suifisuveaesdsitlimiiouty
Tneunsieudu wiensSsuseivedwmiaiuniloutudmilald lsudusod As i Like
ueiluil euasilld Verb to be f131 are fu am Uszleausnid3euiieu You're the King finsiU3eu
Ju "You' (qﬂﬂaﬁtﬁa%’ﬂ) U "King" (N99138) MmN “weRes1n” wasUssleafiana 'm your
Queen fmsUSeuilu " (Taylor Swift) U "Queen” (5781) vineANLI1 “GuAes@l” Taylor Swift
dsuenyaraiioeindt muduiusvesmnamiuwiioutusmed weiFsuwdundedd wavise
Wisuseadundd Afinuddug e wasiunmwasauduius

LWas: Blank Space

'Cause, darling, I'm a nightmare dressed like a daydream

owmasiifu Metaphor (gudnual) undvideussleafiU3suifisuvesaesdsitlimiioudy
Tnefuns3eudu wiensSsuseinvedwmiaiuniloutudmilald lsudusod As s Like
wiluiilonasiild Verb to be #1317 am fnnsUdeudu "I (Taylor Swift) U "nightmare” (Huéne)
vangaa duiiduiiuiie uazdnaisssloandsld Simile visguin WumsiwSsuiiisulnenssin
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dwianiiourudndmidaeunnsiienii ke Fomnerui @uitduiluge) “wsuniowduily
77 Wumsuenyarafisnin welsuiinfinenaliy wewSsuineaduiiuiefiussinanluasiunm
Hunaneiu amnududou awm wagAdiouann Taylor Swift

e Delicate

Handsome, you're a mansion with a view

owmasiifiu Metaphor (gudnual) lunavieussleafi3suifisuvesaeddsitlimiioudy
Tedumsieudu wensieulseimedmiaiuniiouduamiald hisdudesd As wde Like
uiluowmastild Verb to be #111 are fnsiFeuidu "You' (yaradiseaula) fu "mansion with a
view" (Agatifiiiaane) fimamanedn “ise” Wy “Yesinuandundosda” Taylor Swift idsuen
yarafisoauladn wiiugh $1918 uasiniga weilFsulungatiivennuasiime

WaN: | knew you were trouble

'Cause | knew you were trouble when you walked in

owmasiifiu Metaphor (gudnual) undvideussleafiU3suiisuveaesdsitlimiiouty
Tnefunsieudu vienswSsuseivedwmidaiunileutuamiald Bisudusod As 3o Like
uoilu ownasilld Verb to be #1371 were lumsiuisuidu "You' (uarafiiseanla) fu "trouble”
gy dpruninealagsiua meéfuﬁziaq'LLﬁ’J’iﬂuﬂaﬁuﬁaé}’aﬂ@mﬁgﬂLL@iLaurﬁﬂmuﬁa Jums
dofennuina ansdmsal uazAifouvaiause (Taylor Swift) Renfuyanaiisesaula

Wwas: | knew you were trouble

A new notch in your belt

Is all I't ever be

\oimas A new notch in your belt is all Il ever be 1{u Metaphor (Q‘Uﬁﬂwﬂj) WHudnde
UstloaflilSouiisuresaesdadilimilouiu TnedunsSoudu vienswiounseinvesdmilaiy
wilteuifudmilels lisndugod As wie Like uwiluiloimasilld Verb to be f1in is Wunswdeudu
"auduiusveTaylor swift' fU "sesunnuududa’ e Suleduuanilduanig fuean
auduwinfuunay Wumsdodsmnudutn anuldan wazniseeuiuves Taylor Swift 1A ey
AUEUINUGV L5

W Look What You Made Me Do

I'L be the actress starring in your bad dreams

owmasiifu Metaphor (gudnual) lundvideussleafiU3suifisuvesaesdsitlimiioudy
Tnaumsieudu wiemsFeuseivedwmisiumiionduamiald lisdudesd As vde Like
1MsUSEULEU "actress” WIBULELDU "Fanu" "dydnwol” "YrAa" LLa” "bad dreams" 1USeULELDUY
"Aanss iR Aefiunds” Usraunselanine’ amnavaneveailomas e dofla 'mwuddning
LAY A UUIR’ "anumssdtlalAt A Taylor Swift fisieyaraiiisoyaiie weiFsudeady
"Hruane' 7 "wansurmi1’ T Hudie” vea

N15ATIEN Hyperbole (afnail)
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ThionaiuasuSalduusds “I'm freezing to death” [WudetsweseRnaud freezing to
death’ ‘wiiudsaume' MiiieaSureanuidnidudniiuege WiaSeudfsuivefnaiilunmsuaiu
334 Uil

Lwa: Shake it Off

I'm lightnin' on my feet

& & e = ! a a a ! 4 v a ! 1

\awwaatiilu Hyperbole 3an1snanaiiumuess daumvanedn winvesuilaefuduay
Tuerduass uywdlianmnsendlddivinanedh aneihdanudaussana 270,000 Alawnssedalus
maudadumsietisnnuidnieth nszdunsuies uaznsaundayiunndswes Taylor Swift

LWas: Blank Space

I'm dying to see how this one ends

& < & = ' a a = ' Y
\Wenasiidu Hyperbole %39n130a1LAUAMNITI TAUNNILTN FUUNUILVIALINEY
\Weflagseninsnasatiavavategels Tuanuduase uywdliawnsadediadisanseiiogayls
| Y v Y = & ) P v v & Xy .
vteg el aeudadumsdefsnnuidni iy su1nieenniiu waza1suaiuves Taylor Swift
AenfuneuaYDIAEINUS
Las: Blank Space
Boys only want love if it’s torture
& s = = 1 a a A 1 v v @ 1 d‘

\ewwaatiilu Hyperbole ¥38M15nA1LALANATY AMNamsngdn gangveunnusnisaiile
funsunu Wunisnafiuese sgldliguennauiseuanusnuuunsu guiedannuseanisiu
AudTusAvanvate anuduiusasaiiauay lildanund uaslifynevaleauiisnenis
Anusnidupsarauela

LWas: Bad Blood ft. Kendrick Lamar

You made a really deep cut (uh)

& = - ' a a A i o v gy e

\Wewaatlilu Hyperbole ¥58n15na1LALANATY AANuvangdn weniadulilluuwnaian
Tupnuduass manseihwesyaraduliausaadsuinunadnmenianiwliiu Taylor Swift lel ws
Taylor Swift fiean13dedn n1snseviesyarafivedn iliseddnduinunn

W& You Belong With Me

And you've got a smile

That can light up this whole town

demasilifiu Hyperbole viemsnamiiunruess Sanumnedn sesduveasevilrasles
addlan Tuarnubuasa sesBuvesyaraliannsndesainaudiosiadiodls uiidunsdedsarmidn
Useiulanaslsusufinues Taylor Swift WenifusesBuvesypaatiisedn

LWad: Look What You Made Me Do

Honey, | rose up from the dead, | do it all the time

Usslemiudu Hyperbole wiadumsnaiiuase fimnumnedn suituinainanunie T
aranduais syudliansomeudinduinidindnadild Taylor Swift fesmsdedn weansarty
ugUassruaznduindundaliiate danuanuenn Wuuds wazliseuwl

LWad: Look What You Made Me Do

Why? Oh, 'cause she's dead (oh)

40



INAChuz

nsUsEgU3IN1SsE ﬂUU1U1U1§1ﬂS\Jn1 SstAUBIAASVA 2

Usgleailldu Hyperbole v3aidun1snaniiuasse danunuiedn wszisenends luniy
Juese dnfeslulimensa widumswSeudieuliiunmwazanuaglalunisuaineiauauiy
Tameluuan

a ¢ . ' y =
M5A312% Allusion (N1SNA12D1909)

) a Y o A v = a A 1 [OIN Y 1 ] CY 1 al 1 «

Wudauzvesmslaaies i@y wlildlaenss fegiautu dnusanatenaliowin “He
glves me a Cheshire cat smile as he walks away.” "LsuﬂvisaaamLLmLsuaLsuaiL.maumammumﬂiﬂ"
FonmiewhazasunauLRan Alice in Wonderland sasluunuuirassd S

W& Bad Blood ft. Kendrick Lamar

Now POV of you and me, similar Irag a

& Xz . i Y = oA | = a = Aa & V% I

Wawmasildu Allusion (M3na1981989) Aensnamdvdwideendiulildusngetlnenss
wsiidun1senedefadsiuannuviaBu Tuvieull Taylor Swift WwaauNed (POV) Tou50uazYARATILEE
$n Wivuatiounuanumsalluuszinedsn 1w5eo1ss "83n" (rag) Usewnalupg Juoannans sz 850
duusemen @ givasnsuiasanuiunenneniuiu 8nadsndgadenadinawagnsngduain
AT

W& You Belong With Me

She's Cheer Captain, and I'm on the bleachers

Wewastidu Allusion (M3na18nsdia) Aensnandsdmildaenduldlavsingeglaenss

N Y a = a o A ] & . = o @ v A v sy

wsitdun19e1989fs@stiuanunasdu Tuviowll Taylor Swift salseusuealy "UniSouuudmauns
(bleachers) Milwes "UAuUNdesanNes" (Cheer Captain) FauuUSsuialounundanuzgendt 1013
81984 "Uduindesdnnes” (Cheer Captain) Faduynraiidunumdrdglulsussuoudiu wsz
Auduiindesinmes Wuiunuwasyaraiiianuiey aeny Uszauanudusa waziseidndoaen
lyigaas

Wa: Wildest Dreams

| thought Heaven can't help me now

& Xz . i Y = oA | = a = Aa & V% [

WeawmasihJu Allusion (M3na1981989) Aensnamfsdwideendsiulilausngetlnenss
wsitdunnsd19dededaiunnuvadu luveull Taylor Swift watlanusdnaunds waiSeulaiiowdn
"#1530" (Heaven) lianunsnteisels insensds "a153@” (Heaven) annufifilieiuindufuunuunis
ANy wswassfduanuiigavineifaudnesnisis duiudaddeerdAnyindafinunosy iy
nSeanaubiiddavulandaelaiag

W Style

You got that James Dean daydream look in your eye

& &z . i Y e A I = oa ) da v v [

Wamasiiidu Allusion (Msnae1els) Aemsnanifsdmilalaendeiulilausngeglnense
wiitlun1591989 98 sl uanunasdu Tuiout] Taylor Swift Wada "aann" YesuArailseviativg
\Wigulailaw "James Dean" AN5180aG3ARLAWY 1N1597190 "James Dean" Angeatiyaiiildeideiu
gA 1950 NlAsRsnamanyalfgala Wnd uaznug

WWa: Love Story

That you were Romeo, you were throwin' pebbles

41



nsUsEgU3IN1SsE nUU1U1U1§1ﬂS\Jn1 SstAUBIAASVA 2

And my daddy said, "Stay away from Juliet"

dewmasiidu Allusion (msna1a8nada) ﬂaﬂ’ma’nmamuﬂmwmuuiulmﬂi’mgaa‘lﬂamq
wedun158198 9898 sl uanuva v u Turewd Taylor Swift WafaAusNYeUse LWIsuLailou
"Romeo" ez "Juliet" fiazATIINUNALAS Romeo and Juliet e William Shakespeare 1in1591904
"Romeo and Juliet" UnazassnAanadn tnsigiduis 89511ANU5 A7 e eA 9 way Taylor Swift

= =1 1 [ I 1 Y] I3 . )

Wsguwguausnely Romeo @3umksoilu Juliet Uukes

Wag: 22

Uh-uh, uh-uh Who's Taylor Swift, anyway? Ew

iemasiiu Allusion (msnanadndis) ﬂamiﬂanmamuﬂmwaquulmlmﬂiwﬂgaaimmﬂ
widunsesdeadaiuanuvaday luvout Taylor Swift La'lmﬂsua‘umimwLﬁamﬂuaumm \5ONA
11 "lasAe Taylor Swift" uag "Ew" LLﬁ@QﬂQﬂ’ﬁ@JQﬂ 1n1591909 "Taylor Swift" fialseLes dodunis
dendauiingnise

WWa: Delicate

Dark jeans and your Nikes, look at you

Wewastidu Allusion (M3na1enedia) Aensnandsdmildaenduldlavsingeglaenss

& Y A xa A ] =1 . = d' a = & W

wsiidunsoBaisdetiuanuvasdy luveull Taylor Swift watvypraiisevastiva lseeSuieiadeni

" N e v " v LA - ST I3 Y a Aad o I3
YU "MANBUAFIL" A "T9911 Nike" 11991909 "Nike" hUTUATDINININLTBLES WS 18 U
wusuAnlasunnullen wazdingnuevindunusuddmsudune

A53LAS1Z9 Metonymy (Wuiie)

sUkuuveIR Al Amtag nunUAeAB Ul auleseg 19lNa T AT UAITIARAILA WAL
Aeg gy AT ‘cover’ Hagy asnsausueniisyueuvizervidle didall

LWa: Bad blood

cause, baby, now we got bad blood

& S o oA = = a =< o A a = A =

Wewmadidu Metonymy (Wale) Aen1siuSeuieud wmieiudndwildagndasni

£ U 6 Q' r-:l' dl' Y o ! " " U Y n‘a{' ra 1 . U

AMUFURUSAUEIED9 1Hp99nldA1I "bad blood" unuAMNEURWSALNA 581319 Taylor Swift fiu
UAARTILERYATY 83UeA8 bad blood" lngvluvineds ldeanideluuTunvesilamas "bad blood"
Tilivnedadensuariumang "bad blood" defiaruindents AwlngswA seANTawEs "bad
blood" unuAMUFNTUSNTA s811319 Taylor Swift fuyaraTaYAR

NN33ATIZN Paradox (Unssail)

c{' 4 [y d' =1 [ v Y I d' [ [

eesiulseleanguileuasdanddudiaslunauusn ualuiaaiaumnaunand9in
ANTWUALAN Fveau "A little goes a long way" viengauIMsudaiisadnioefiiieans
wad deadl

Lag: Wildest Dreams

| can see the end as it begins

Hamastiilunisnanfigudeudaudiuuiunaswdidanumneaenadediu Anudawds
ABA1I1 "End" LAz "Begins’ AIMNNLNBUDLLLOLWAIAD "l can see the end as it begins' @889 "N13
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nasus: UUDU)IT\SS ﬂUU1U1U1mﬂS\Jn1 St E\UU1EIF]SUH 2

UDAAUATUAIWFYASBUGY' "End” 9199N8E "PUVDIAUFNITLS" "Prauesn iy’ '9aauves
30" "Begins' 919N "YASNAUYRIANUAURUS" "YASUALVEIANNEY" "PASUAUVDIA' "3
Uoaugaay" Ineviludniiedu "Maswn" "gasusiu’ RnTuwd,

#3UNan15Y

MnN53LAT 1 UsTIANT s A wwaL Al lund sinasves Taylor Swift Tusuisedny o
sy uasnuly el inas 2nivun o wias TunmAfedvssanlnsnmaiinuandan fe
Hyperbole gﬂiﬁi’flwﬁamaq & %1 sesmaniiaesUssaniiiisiuuwintu fe Allusion uay Metaphor
grldludomas o ads Sudvamndu simie grltludomas o ads uaglnsnmwaifgnldluie
wastosiian iun Metonymy waw Paradox finsldifies o afavidu Tneagunausazdszinnann
p1919 il

Srnutszavlnsammanildluidemases Taylor
AR Founas Swift (A53)
Sim. Meta. H. A M. Para.
1 Shake It Off 1
2 Blank Space 2 3 2
3 Bad Blood ft. Kendrick Lamar 1 1 1
4 You Belong With Me 1 1
5 Look What You Made Me Do 1 3
6 Wildest Dreams 1 1
7 Style 1
8 Love Story 1
9 22 2 1
10 Delicate 1 1
11 | Knew You Were Trouble 2
12 ME! 1
A RPN 6 7 8 7 1 1

M9 TeTema uavkas eI uUssvlvsn el ludemases Taylor Swift
VUEWR:
Sim. g9171270 Simile
Meta. &931197n Metaphor

H. 911910 Hyperbole
A. 917970 Allusion
M. 911970 Metonymy

Para. ¥911910 Paradox
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nslilamsnmmaniiiag Usvasitovh i eaumanelddaauuazinaulad sty ads
o1sunisadludils uasldfualagils Tasnwmarutseaniduussinmsngg winue Tuegiu
Snvarresnmsitiaudisurdenmsldnmn mslilamsanmateghamneauasglinsdeansvens
fiuszAvanmanniu Formmumnglddnnumasiaulaiiy uavadsorsunisunliugitddsnde

PnfonuniATedeinsieszrlmsnnmatlunamenneiass @3 (AN ANALYSIS
OF FIGURE OF SPEECH IN TAYLOR SWIFT’S SONGS) 7141 n1sléTamsnimnarlutnaswes Taylor
swift 13 Usuulatne lavas U IdeAunulimsamnad o Usean laun Simile, Metaphor,
Hyperbole, Allusion, Metonymy, W& Paradox ‘UixLmhmsmwmﬁﬁwumﬂﬁqm Ao Hyperbole
uaglmnsnmmatiignldludomastiosiian léun Metonymy way Paradox

39818 szl evnuninasannstimeuivea Kennedy, X Joseph (1979) fiaa
aonndoariululs oansldlamsamnay o Useian laun Simile, Metaphor, Hyperbole, Allusion,
Metonymy, wae Paradox Mgufved Knickerbocker, K. L and Reninger, H. W. (1963) Tuwseanasld
Tmsamnwadaennd 99nu & Uselan laun Simile, Metaphor, Hyperbole, Wag Metonymy way
mwﬁqmﬁwﬁ;ﬁ%’aﬁmﬂ% AD Nwi¥e3 Maudy Yaser Fajrin, Aseptiana Parmawati (2020) {A313
donndasiumaduiem & Uszunm 18w Simile, Metaphor, Hyperbole, Metonymy, wae Paradox
Wazdl AIINEDAAR 8A UITUI T8 Nur Syazmin Ezryn Mohd Yunos, F Peter Francis G Frncis
(o&ob) 7 lA A3 a9 The Study Of Figurative Language In Taylor Swift’s Lyrics In The
“Folklore” Album: A Pragmatic Analysis
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