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Abstract

This article examines the role of monks in the social development of
Kengtung, focusing on education and public welfare. Monks in Kengtung play a
crucial role in promoting Buddhist education and preserving the Tai Khtin cultural
identity through the dissemination of the Buddha’s teachings. Their educational
role includes organizing instruction in Pariyatti schools, which emphasize the
study of Buddhist scriptures, meditation practices, and the preservation of re-
ligious knowledge within the community. Additionally, they conduct summer
training programs for youth, teaching Vipassana meditation, Tai Khtn language
literacy, and English language skills, aiming to equip them with essential life skills
and prepare them for the future. Furthermore, the monks are actively involved
in public welfare, providing food and essential items to those in need, alleviat-
ing the hardships of the community, and offering hope and encouragement to
those facing difficulties. This article highlights the significant impact of monks on
improving the quality of life in Kengtung, demonstrating that monks are not only
spiritual leaders but also contributors to educational and social development.
The application of Buddhist teachings in daily life fosters community strength

and sustainability.
Keywords: role of monks, education, Kengtung development
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