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Abstract

The thesis entitled “An Analysis of Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao Tradition in Khung
Taphao Subdistrict, Mueang District, Uttaradit Province” consisted of two objectives as follows:
1) to study the background of Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao tradition in Khung Taphao
subdistrict, Mueang district, Uttaradit province and 2) to analyze the Boon Baan - Boon Khwan
Khao tradition in Khung Taphao subdistrict, Mueang district, Uttaradit province. The study
applied qualitative method by means of documentary research in which the field data were
collected by in-depth interviews with 21 key informants. The results of the research are found
as follows:

1) The Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao tradition in Khung Taphao subdistrict, Mueang
district, Uttaradit province is the tradition representing a culture of more than 200 years that
has been held since an ancient time in order to pay gratitude to the sacred items for protecting
people in the community to live well and happily. The tradition is usually held outdoor in an
open-air area in the village or at any appropriate area. The tradition is related to the merit-

making of the village which is believed to bring prosperity and solidarity to the community. It
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reflects the values of the way of life that the community and each locality have developed
and created as a mean of living through the expression in various forms e.g., lifestyle, tradition,
folk wisdom, arts, cuisine, etc. in order to raise awareness of people in the community to take
part in the restoration, dissemination, and conservation of folk wisdom. The tradition usually
takes part after the product harvesting in order to recall the ancestors and to ward off bad
luck so that people in the community will have morale. Although each year the tradition has
different agenda, still it represents the inseparable "bonding" from the rural lifestyle.

2) The analytical results of Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao tradition are found in
three aspects: (1) On belief, it is found that the Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao tradition is a
result of 4 beliefs which are the belief in merit-making, the belief that the tradition can bring
morale to the villagers, the belief in merit-making dedicated to the departed, and the belief
in merit-making as to pay gratitude to the Rice Goddess (Mae Phosop). The tradition is the way
of life that has been inherited and considered as a sacred tradition that people have respect
and faith in; (2) On Dhamma, it is found that the tradition involves the following Dhamma
principles i.e., Katafifilkatavedl (one who is grateful and repays the done favor), Saddha
(faith), Puﬁﬁakiriyévatthu (three bases of meritorious action), and Kalyé Namitta-dhamma
(qualities of a good friend). All these Dhamma have always been blended with the Boon Baan
- Boon Khwan Khao tradition as well as the way of life of Khung Taphao subdistrict villagers
all along; and (3) On influences and values, it is found that the various influences which are
family, way of life, society, and Buddhism bring affection and unity among people in the
community and act as the refugee for the mind of Buddhists. The tradition teaches people to
coexist peacefully without any discrimination by starting from a family that is happy which will
result in people having a good way of life based on the Buddhist teachings. Consequently,
Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao tradition is a good tradition from the folk wisdom that should

be passed on and conserved.
Keywords : Boon Baan - Boon Khwan Khao tradition
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