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Abstract

The study consisted of the following objectives: 1) to study the background of the

gilding of Buddha statues in Buddhism; 2) to study the beliefs in the gilding of Buddha statues
in Buddhism; and 3) to analyze the beliefs in the gilding of Buddha statues of people in Pa
Maet subdistrict, Mueang Phrae district. The study applied a qualitative research method by
collecting data from documents, books, academic articles, related researches, and in-depth
interviews with a population in Pa Maet subdistrict in a total of 20 persons. From the study, it
was found as follows:

1) There is no clear evidence when was the start of the gilding of Buddha statues
in Buddhism but there is a reference of the benefits from making merit with gold that appears
in the story of Mah@kacc@yana that he had a bright complexion like gold because in the past
life, he made merit by offering gold bricks to build a pagoda. In Thailand, the gilded Buddha
statues were discovered during the Dvaravati Kingdom. In the Sukhothai period, the silded
Buddha statues were also discovered at Wat Srichum, including the evidence in King
Ramkhamhaeng’s stone inscription that there was the glided Phra Attharassa (a large standing
Buddha statue). In the Ayutthaya period during the reign of Phra Aeka Tosarot, there was an
inscription that a thick gold leaf was gilded on the Buddha Jinnaraja statue. In the Rattanakosin
period, the Buddha statues and Chedi were also gilded at Wat Phra Si Rattana Satsadaram. At
present, people like to ¢ild the 7 Buddha postures, including the casting of Buddha statues
and various instructor statues. Originally, the pure gold leaf was used for the gilding to make
the Buddha statues beautiful and valuable, however, nowadays the scientific gold leaf is used
instead as it has a cheaper price.

2) There are 3 beliefs in the gilding of Buddha statues in Buddhism as follows: 1)
The belief in worship by which the gilding of Buddha statues is direct worship to the Buddha.
Therefore, the belief in the gilding of Buddha statues occurred simultaneously with the idea
of worshiping the things that should be worshiped in Buddhism. Some valuable things are
taken for worship such as money, gold, etc.; 2) The belief in this world and the next by which
Thai Buddhists give a lot of importance to merit-making as they believe in the decease and
rebirth of beings. Therefore, merit-making or wholesome actions are performed as the refuge

for the mind with the belief that the merits in this life will result in the next life; and 3) The
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belief in participation which relies on the participation of people from various sectors in
building and gilding the Buddha statues as to build one Buddha statue, it requires a lot of
money and skill of the craftsmen. The building and gilding of Buddha statue cannot be built
alone, it must rely the participation of various people.

3) There are 4 aspects to the beliefs in the gilding of Buddha statues of people in
Pa Maet subdistrict, Mueang Phrae district, Phrae province: 1) The belief in the goal of gilding
the Buddha statues as the people believe that after the gilding, the Buddha statues will
become more beautiful and valuable. It is merit-making in Buddhism and will result in having
a fortune, strong health without disease or illness as well as bringing peace upon the doers;
2) The belief in the position of gilding the Buddha statues, it is found that people have 4
different kinds of belief which are (1) those who believe that the gilding of Buddha statues in
different positions will benefit in having wishes come true both in this and next life, (2) those
who believe that the position for gilding does not need to be identified as it is a merit-making
that will bring peace upon the doers, (3) those who believe that the gilding is merely the
decoration of the Buddha statues for beauty and values in Buddhist arts, and (4 ) those who
believes that the gilding position is merely the strategy to bring about peace upon the doers
and invite people to visit temples more often; 3) The belief in the process and procedures of
gilding the Buddha statues, it is found to be a part of building confidence in the gilding of the
Buddha statues; and 4) The belief in the benefits of gilding the Buddha statues, it is found that
people believe that to gild the Buddha statues in different positions will result in a life that is
happy, prosperous, healthy and without any disease or illness, including to be born in a good

realm in the next life.

Keywords : Belief, Gilding of Buddha Statue
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